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Wjaff 1 (194 * unauthorized writing or draw- 
^^2^^^ Pi«^of^, is comraonIy 
rode the subways — New York^^afTui' Z~ People who 

K. Oberbeck) This use is wc^stah^^^,^^ 0115 s ^ ~* 
tablishcd as the mass-noun use of data Tr^? 8h 2? * ct 85 Wc " cs- 
J^S 0 ^^^ 116 ^ d * not stanSrd a S,ngu,ar 

««cl J ^ inscription, fr. 

Option or drawing made of £m 3c surfSJf ml ( i 85I) 1 « 
ato : a message or slogan written as o> as if « a rock or Wa ^)l 

V-fe-tistV « « or as it as a graffito — graf .fl.tfej 
i ersn VaraM n tME *ra/fe. f, Ar ^ 



V'fe-tist\ •«««sra] 

srapheion, fr. gr«pA«/i to write — i2~J2 l ™'J?i?* 



stylus, &<vu, ... irus grapmum, fr. L, stylus fi n£ 
point of insertion of a scion upon a stock 9 C a S e 

{.chemical unit) to a main nSec^fr A : to a ," ach 
Mgenafted 2 : to perform graftim, 

SrS^Si'S = to - «««<* gain, 

SSS^S^^ea^ : „^W« •»« Practice of g^ 
«•> that results when TS£SSn > ,-i£2«W'y boJSySSS 
pp. a bone marrow transplant react i mm . f °? °JWu» transplant and 

J^ffclieatnour TI851 Am - d *tary reformer] (1834) 

Jjl«t Supper and thereafter £e obie2t^i C ^lif 8end b V Chriit at 
i^fi^d or difflSa! fuest kn,ghtIy quests 2 ■ the 

Pgn* nichiding the cereal aras.J* ;„h i ds or fni,ts °' various food 



graffiti • grand 543 



graft 1c: a scion, 
6 stock 



mar- fr^TM? 0 ) 1 = of or 



G»«|^Tc?r°5 e ^ U S. * hC 8iam WW " ~5K 
tI938Dan. P hO s fS m f;\S,? r 2'T «a'n VgramA n [Hans C J r7^_ 



mfd 7r Kl ave mad e from it c • a f««7S ^ D : c °chineai < 




'assiflora 



VSi^^dT"™ 1 " an,s W a ^ickpea) i^^7JJ\Kg 
i^-' granuna ^^^fLS' LL gramma, a small weight r, o» 



^ST^^Ca^ Gk ' ^ = orawln* 



^^,gS s «Cgcnu 
PaloruT ^ *he atomic 



writing 



-"<ul., ii. jLXy grow 
ous usu. egg-shaped t 
<ruadrangularis and J> 
flower that produces j 

tent, or conception <~ des£nS e r 186 80,1 striking in size scone 2 
bra«on> b : markedbvTrS/i < 8 : L/ t vl3 «, avt^om'/S^^' 

NIFIcbnt Implies an inwr^^Vt^ ^ <a staircase>^AC^ 



«Mtal UP Mai. (Okinawa)] (1970) : a weapon that consists of two 
gj^od sticks joined at their ends by a short length of rawhide, cord, 

flJjgS-ture V^nCt^-^har, WknftX -char, -.tyur, -,tur\ n Dt nun- 
jrtura.fr. rtuncio) (1652) 1 : a papal diplomatic mission headed by a 
em %? 2 : the office or period of office of a nuncio 



S Vnon<t)*5-A «nan(t)-\ w, pi -civ 
l SS«e] (1528) : a papal legate of the 
JJSSted to a civil government 
-ShcIo Vnan-kalV n [by alter, (fr. misdi vision of an uncle)} (ca. 1589) 

*J^dW: UNCLE 



•non(t)-\ n, pi -chos Dt, fr. L mainta messenger, 
»™i ~f highest rank permanently ac- 



K. ulthn. fr. nomen name + c*apcr« to take — n 
hag) : not written : oral <a will) 

jJflHjery \Wr£ . ^na-\«,pMier.fes (14c) : t ... 

mjOC mam Nntt-'ak-'manA n CVietnamese ntr&c mam, lit., salted fish 
\gooe] (1919) : a sauce made of fish (as anchovies) fermented in brine 
fchpe Vt&UtoQ** P] N " pe or Nupes (1883) : a member of a people 
-tm+*t central Nigeria: also : the Jan minor of tUr- Mi t *w» rw-^u 



Mhpe \-nu-u^»\ «, f* ""co w iiumw uooj; : a memoer of a pe< 
of west central Nigeria; also : the language of the Nupe people 
W-tlal \V»p-shal, -chal. +-sha-wal, +-cha-wal\ adj [L nuptialis, fr. nup- 
Oat, pL wedding, fr. nubere to marry; perh. akin to Gk nymphe bride, 
nymph] (15c) 1 : of or relating to marriage or the marriage ceremony 
% : cbracteristic of or occurring in the breeding season <~ fllght> 
JUntal n (ca. 1555) : marriage, wedding — usu, used In pi. 
nop.tial.l-ty Viap-she-'a-la-te, -che-\ n, pi -ties (1899) : the marriage 

KurManl \ 1 nur-o~*sta-n6, t nyur-\ n IVuristan, Afghanistan] (1951) 1 
:» member of a group of peoples of the Hindu Kush in northeastern 
Afghanistan 2 : the family of languages spoken by the Nuristanis that 
constitutes a distinct branch of Indo- Irani an 
l nurse Vn»rs\ n tME notice, norce, nurse, fr. AF nurice, fr. LL nutricia, 
fr. L, fern, of nutricius nourishing — more at nutritious] (13c) 1 a 
: a woman who suckles an infant not her own : wet nurse b : a 
woman who takes care of a young child : dry nurse 2 : one that 
looks after, fosters, or advises 3 : a person who cares for the sick or 
infirm; specif : a licensed health-care professional who practices inde- 
pendently or is supervised by a physician, surgeon, or dentist and who 
b defiled to promoting and maintaining health — compare licensed 
PRACTICAL nurse, REGISTERED NURSE 4 a i a worker form of a so- 
da! insect (as an ant or a bee) that cares for the young b : a female 
mammal used to suckle the young of another 
tarse vfr nursed; nurs-lng [ME nurshen to suckle, nourish, contr. of 
mawtenj vt (14c) 1 a : to nourish at the breast : sucklb b : to take 
nourishment from the breast of 2 ; rear, educate 3 a : to pro- 
mote the development or progress of b : to manage with care or econ- 
omy (nursed the business through hard times) (nursed a 1-0 lead> c 
■to take charge of and watch over 4 a : to care for and wait on (as a 
sex person) b : to attempt to cure by care and treatment 5 : to hold 
moae's memory or consideration <~ a grievance) 6 a : to use, han- 
ffle, or operate carefully so as to conserve energy or avoid injury or 
vm <r* a sprained ankle) b : to use sparingly c : to consume slow- 
ly or over a long period <~ a cup of coffee> ~ vj" 1 a : to feed an off- 
ering trom the breast b : to feed at the breast : suck 2 : to act or 
rrveas a nurse — nurs-ern 

«£8Wnaid \ , n3rs- f mad\ „ (1657) : a girl or woman who is regularly 
employed to look after children 

«n»nnl<f.wife V , mid- l wTf\ n (1952) : a registered nurse with addi- 
ojfMTOining as a midwife who delivers infants and provides prenatal 
^postpartum care, newborn care, and some routine care (as gyneco- 
^Pcal^ejuuna) of women — nurse-mid.wife.ry V.mid-Vi-fC^re, 

l HSfa^ # ?*S?i 1-er ^ak-'U-sh^noA n (1969) : a registered nurse 
jtob Qualified .through advanced training to assume some of the du- 
s***^ responsibilities formerly assumed only by a physician 
^SSS:^ 1 ^ $n9r ~^:), n L p L -eftesjl^) 1 obs : attentive care 
•ronatAOB 2a: a child s bedroom b : a place where chUdrcn are 
^oraruycai^ for in their parents' absence c:daynursbry 3 a 
•Jjomething that fosters, develops, or promotes b : a place in which 
StSJJS 15 t £ ainc i d or cd^catea 4 : an area where plants are grown 
wnansplanting, for use as stocks for budding and grafting, or for sale 
^•PJace where young animals grow or are cared for 
«wyy«man Vman\ n (1672) : one whose occupation is the cultiva- 
wjjofj plants (as trees and shrubs) esp. for sale 

•Jjjwy rhyme n (1816) : a short rhyme for children that often tells a 

mS^fwl 00 !^^ 1 ^ 3 ^ : a sch001 for children usu. under five years 

8alde n (1943) : a worker who assists trained nurses in a hospi- 
ttuZSr unspeclalized services (as giving baths) 
•rj»8narK n [alter, of nusse] (1851) : any of various sharks (as family 
^wymostomatidae); esp : a shark (Gingtymostoma cirratum) of warm 



d££?5, n O860) 1 : the profession of a nurse <schools of ~> 2 : the 
!^S° f . a nurse <proper ~ is difficult work) 

mSIlS. ° me " < 1896 > : a Privately operated establishment providing 
^^^nce and personal or nursing care for persons (as the aged or 
f J£3^cally ill) who are unable to care for themselves properly 

^wS&g cSw n 1 : one ^ k soUcitousI y cared for 2 

t'S^^ n ^> ,n , 3r " ch rP n(t ¥ n S°^ 1938 > = affectionate care and at- 
JJ«JTO \-nar-char\ n [ME norture, nurture, fr. AF nureture, fr. LL nu- 
itorZffiZl nUrs V%/ r ; L™**™' PP- oinutrire to suckle, nourish — 
3m «HS < jy RISHl (i4c > 1 : TRAintno, upbrinoino 2 l something 
. SSnV^ : F P° D 3 : thc Sum of the environmental factors influ- 
V^jwg tfte behavior and traits expressed by an organism 
«S?J*P W#tU re? ; nur.tuHng X'narch-rin, 'nar-ch^ (15c) 1 : to 
.mSfL™ nourishment 2 : educate 3 : to further the develop- 



tolzr* nounsnmeni 2 : EDUCATE L . w 
W\ A Pc ^ter — nur-tur-er Vnar-char-aA « 
"J^TtotX n [ME nute, note, ft. OE hnutu; ' 



pcrh ^i n 1™ ?<>/£• UK hnutu; akin to OHG nuz nut and 
^"t?^ ^ 1 ? & ' a nard^heUed dry fruit or seed 
nit h^ P5 ? ab J c J*?? or 8hcU and interior kernel (2) : the kernel of a 
U hJ^* a ^ ^cW 5 ^^ one-seeded fruit with a woody pericarp 2 a 
031X1 Problem or undertaking b : corb, heart 3 : a perforated 



nunciature • nux vomica 853 

SS° k n ^ nf metal that has an internal screw thread and Is used on a 
bolt or screw for tightening or holding something 4 : the ridge in a 
stringed Instrument (as a violin) over which the strings pass on the up- 
f^Tfnd of the fingerboard 5 : a small lump (as of butter) 6 a : a 
foolish, eccentric, or crazy person b : ENTHUSIAST <a movie ~> 7nl 
1 NONSENSE — often used interjectionally 8 slang : a person's head 
9 usu vulgar : testes 10 : the amount of money that must be earned 
m order to break even 11 : bn 1 — nuMIke \-jflcW 
^ut ti nut-ted; nut-tlng (1604) : to gather or seeknute 
nu*tate Xhifi^tfit, "nyuA W nu.tat^d; nu-taMng (1880) : to exhibit or 
undergo nutation 

nu*ta<tion NnO-ta-shan, nyttA n [L nutation; nutatlo, fr. nutare to nod. 
rock more at numbn] (1612) 1 archaic : the act of nodding the 
hca <* 2 : oscillatory movement of the axis of a rotating bodyTas the 
earth) : wobblb 3 : a spontaneous usu. spiral movement of a growing 
plant part — nu-ta-tlon-af \-«hn3l, -sha-nTX adj 

""J^f 0 ^ ^"^wfeX ^ (14c) : of the color of a brown nut 

nut-case V»kas\ n (1959) : nut 6a 

212 n2i C v k *^n VJ ?fi? lN * ( ^ 1548) : animpkment for cracking nuts 
nut-gall Vig6I\ n (15c) : a gall that resembles a nut; esp : such a gall pro- 
duced on oaks 

r ? Jt J ras ? " i lT7S ) 1 a Perennial sedge (Cyperus rotundus) of wide distri- 
bution that has slender rootstocks bearing small edible tubers resem- 
bgng jaute; abo : a related sedge (C esculentus) 

hut-hatch \«n3t-Jiach\ n \M£ notehache, fr. 
note nut + -hache; akin to OB tahaccian to 
hack — more at hack] (14c) : any of various 
small tree-climbing chiefly insectivorous 
birds (family Sirtidae and esp. genus Sitta) 
that, have a compact body, a narrow bill, a 
short tail, and sometimes a black cap ' 

nut-house Vnat-,haus\ n (1900) slang : a 
mental hospital 

nuMet Vn«t-bt\ n (1856) 1 a : a small nut 
b : a small fruit similar to a nut 2 : the stone 
of a drupelet 

nut-meg Vnat-.meg, -,mag\ n {MB notemigge, 
notemuge, ultim. fr. Old Occftan noz mus- 
cada, fr. noz nut (fr. L nuc-, nux) + muscada, 
fern, of muscat musky — more at muscat] nuthatch 
(15c) 1 : an aromatic seed produced by an 

evergreen tree (Myristicajragrans of the family Myristicaceae, the nut- 
meg family) native to the Moluccas; also : the ground seed used as a 
spice — compare mace 2 2 : a tree yielding nutmeg 
nut*p!ck Vnat-dJikX n (1862) : a small sharp-pointed implement for ex- 
tracting the kernels from nuts 

nu*tra-ceu-tl-cal also nu-trl-ceu-ti-caJ Vnu-tra-^u-ti-kalX n [fiu&itive 
+ ^hasmaceuticoJ] (1990) : a foodstuff (as a fortified food ordietery 
supplement) that provides health benefits in addition to its basic nutri- 
tional value 

nUftrla VnO-tre-a, «nyu-\ n [AmerSp, fr. Sp, otter, modif. of L Ultra: 
prob. akhi to OE oter otterl (1820) 1 : the durable usu. light brown fur 
of a nutria 2 : a large So. American semiaquatic rodent (Myocastor 
coypus) with webbed hind feet and a round nearly hairless tall that has 
1 been mtroduced into parts of Europe, Asia, and No. America 

nu-trf-ent \*nu-tre-ont, ■nyttA adj [L nutrient', nutriens, prp. oinutrire to 
nourish — more at nourish] (1650) : furnishing nourishment 

nutrient n (ca. 1828) : a nutritive substance or ingredient 

n i U 22*. meilt ^'^T 1 ? 3111 * 'jy?* n ^ fr ' L "Mrinumtum, fr. nutrire} 
(15c) . something that nourishes or promotes growth, provides energy 
repairs body tissues, and maintains fife 




nu*trl*tipn \nu-«fri-sn9n, nyu-\ n [ME marlcioun, fr. LL nutrition-, nutri- 
ic) 1 : the act or process of nourishing or being 



fr* L wdttre] (15c) , , «,i mi i/<uvc$$ ui aounsaing or oemg 
nourished; specif ; the sum of the processes by which an animal or 
plant takes in and utilizes food substances 2 : NOURISHMENT 1 — nu- 
trMioival Wtrish-oal, -tri^h^nTX adj — nu*tri4ion*aMy Vufr 
nu-frl-tlon-lst Vtri-sh(a-)nist\ n (1926) : a specialist in the study of nu- 
trition 

nu.trl.tJous \nu-tri-ahds, nyttA adj fJL nutrients, fr. nutric, nutrix nurse, 

£» , J!?«££ ^ OU ? h — "3" * NOURISH] (1665) : NOURISHTNO — 

nu-trMtous.ly adv — nu-trf-tlous-ness n 

nu-tri-tive Vntt-tra-tlv, «nytt-\ adj (14c) 1 : of or relating to nutrition 
2 : NOURISHTNO — nu-trl-tiveHy adv 

nutritive ratio n (1897) : the ratio of digestible protein to other nutri- 
ents In a foodstuff or ration 

nute ya9is\ adj (1785) 1 : enthusiastic kebn <^ for animals and 
children— Rick Reilly> 2 : insane, crazy <said that It was a novel 
and all the people whosaid otherwise were ~ — Flannery O'Connor) 

nuts and bolts n (1967) 1 : the working parts or elements 2 : the 
practical workings of a machine or enterprise as opposed to theoretical 
considerations or speculative possibilities — nuts-and-bolts adj 

nut-sedoe Vnat^n (ca. 1909) : nut grass 

nut-shen X'rwt-.shelX n (13c) 1 : the hard external covering in which 
the kernel of a nut is enclosed 2 : something of small size, amount or 
scope — In a nutshell : in a very brief statement 

nut-ter \«na-tar\ n (1958) slang Brit : nut 6a 

nut-ty \«na-te\ adj nut-tl-er; -est (15c) 1 : having or producing nuts 
2 : having a flavor like that of nuts 3 : eccentric, silly: also : men- 
tally unbalanced-- nuMMy \-ta-lg\ adv — nuMi-ness n 

Nuu^haJ>-Nulth also Nuii Chan Nulth Viu-'chS-nuA n, pi Nuu- 
Chah-Nulth also Nuu Chah Nulth [Nootka nucaiUd, liL t all alonl 
the mountains] (1979) : nootka 

nux vomd^a \"naks-Sra-mi-ka\ n, pi nux vomica [NL, Ut, emetic nut] 
(14c) 1 : the poisonous disk-shaped seed of a tree (Strychnos nux* 
vomica of the family Loganiaceae) of southern Asia that contains sev- 
eral alkaloids and esp. strychnine and brucine; also the tree yielding 
nux vomica 2 : a drug containing nux vomica 

\a\abot \°\ kitten, F table \or\forther \a\ash \ft\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\aa\ont \ch\chin \e\bet \€\easy \g\go \i\hlt M\ice \J\Job 
Vo\slng \6\go \6\law \6i\boy \th\fliin \lh\the \u\Ioot \a\foot 
\y\yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, n , ce, U2, ^\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



1386 vedaila • vellelty 



ve*da«lia Xvl-Mal-yA n tNL, genus name] (1889) : an Australian lady- 
r hu%iJLodolia vardinaUs) introduced to many countries to control scale 
'tn&ects— called also vedaHa beetle ■'• • • ■ 

Ve-darvta \v&-Man-ta, vo-, -Man-\ n [Skt Veddrtta, lit, end of the Veda. . 
ft. Veda + anta end; akin to OEende end] (1788) : an orthodox system 
of Hindu philosophy developing esp. in a qualified monism the specu- 
lations of the Upanishads on ultimate reality and the liberation of the 
soul ^ Ve-dan-ilsm Vdan-.ti-zam, -*dan-\ n r_s YVdaivtlsi VMan- 

^ian^Vdmrtik, ^danA a# 0882) 1 t of -or ftlaimg to the 
Vcdanta philosophy 2 : vedic • 

Ved4a or VbSdSh \S^Kb\ n {Sinhalese Ferftfa hunter] (1681) : a mem- 
ber of an aboriginal people of Sri Lanka 

Ved*doId \*ve^doid\ n (1928) : a member of a race of southern Asia tra- 
ditionally classified by such physical features as wavy to curly hair, 
chocolate-brown skin color, and slender body build— Veddold adj 

ve*dette or vWotto Vvi-'deA n DVfrv.lt vedetta, alter, of vdem prob. 
fr.. Sp vela watch, fr. velar to keep watch, fr, L vigUare to wake, watch, 
fr. vtgU awake — more at yianj (ca. 1611) : a mounted sentinel sta- 
tioned In advance ofpickets 

Ve*d|C \»vft-dik\ aS (1848) : of or relating tp the, Vedas, the language in 
which they are written, or Hindu Jiistory and culture between {500 B,c 
and 500 B.c ■ • 

vee We\ n (ca. 1883) 1 : something shaped like the letter V 2 : the 
letter v 

Veejay VyeSJSV n [video Jockey] (ca.1981) : an announcer of a pro- 
grant (as on television) that features music videos 
veena voto/vina , 

Veep \«v6p\ n Ifr. v, p. (abbr. for vice president)] (1949) : vicb PRfisi- 

„ DENT 

1 veer \*vir\ W (ME wren, of LQ or D origin; akin to MD vieren to slack- 
en, MLO we/d (15c) : to let out (as a rope) 

*yoer.v6. [MB veren, fr. MF virer, fr. OjP, to throw with a twisting motion, 
fr. VL *virare, alter, of L vibrate to wave, propel suddenly — more at 
vibrate] vi (15c) 1 = to change direction or course <the economy 
~ed sharply downward) 2 of the wind : to shift in a clockwise direc- 
tion — compare Back 3 : to wear ship ~ vt : to direct to a different 

m course: sp£cty x i wba& 7 syji see SWERVE — veer»lng4y V4rj-le\ adv 

"veer ii (ca. loll) if a change In course or direction <a ~ to the right> 
vee*ry XMr-eA «, p/ veerfes fprob. irnit] (1838) : an American thrush 
iCatharusfuscescetts) common in the eastern US. 
vepj Vvej\ n, pi VeQ (1918) cfdefly Brii I VE0BTABLB t 
Ve%a We-gTva-"n CNL, frfAr (a/^Vasr) ^-^aVf , Bt., the falling (vul- 
ture)] (ca. 1638) : the brightest star in the constellation Lyra 
veg.&n Yve-gon oZso *v5- obo •ve-jori or -, jan\ n [by contr. fr. vegetarian] 
(1944) : a strict vegetarian who consumes no animal food or dairy 
products; also : one who abstains from using animal products (as leath- 

„ er) — vegan adj — veg«an*lsfn \S**3-^hl-zanL, .•vMa-, we-Ja-X « 

1 ve£-e r ta<4>le VSnej-te-bal VHoA off IME, fr. ML vegetabills vegetative, 
fr. vegetare to grow, .fr. L, to animate, fr. vegetus lively, fr. vegere to en- 
liven -— more at Wake] (15c) 1 a : of, relating to, constituting, or 
growing like plants b : consisting of plants : veobtattonal 2 
: made from, obtained from, or containing plants or plant products <~ 
soup> <~ f at) 3 : resembling or suggesting a plant (as in inertness or 

_ passivity) . 

^vegetable n (15c) 1 ; PLANT lb 2 : a usu. herbaceous plant (as the 
cabbage, bean, or potato) grown for an edible part that is usu. eaten as 
part of a meal: also : such an edible part 3 : a person whose mental 
and physical functioning is severely impaired and esp. one who re- 
quires supportive measures (as mechanical ventilation) to survive 
vegetable Ivory n (1842) t : the hard white opaque endosperm of the 
rvory nut that takes a high polish and is used as a substitute for Ivory 
2 : IVORY NUT. 

ile marrow n (ca. 1816) chiefly Brit : any of various smooths 
elongated summer squashes with creamy-white, to deep green 

skins 

vegetable oil n (1765) ran oil of plant origin; esp : a fatty oil from 
seeds or fruits.. 

vegetable oyster n (ca. 1818) i salsify . 
vegetable pear n (1887) : chayjote 

vegetable Wax n (1815) : a wax pf plant origin secreted commonly in 
turn flakes by the walls of epidermal cells 

veg*e*ta«bly Yvej-to-ble, ■ve-jaA adv or day (1651) : in the manner of or 
like a vegetable 

ve&«e«tal \*ve-jo-t*I\ aay [ML vegetare to grow] (15c) 1 : vegetable 
2 : VEGETATIVE 3 ; of or relating to the vegetal pole of an egg or to 
that part of an egg from which the endoderm normally develops <~ 
blastomerfes) 

vegetal pole n (1896) : the point on the surface of an egg that is dia- 
metrically opposite to the animal pole and usu. marks thepenter of the 
protoplasm containing more yolk — see' blastula illustratipn . 

1 veg*e«tard«an \ve-ia-Her-€-on\ n Pvegefable + -arian\ (183°) 1 :^bne 
who believes in or practices vegetarianism 2 : HERBIVORE 

^vegetarian day (1849) 1 : of or relating to vegetarians 2 : consisting 
whoto.o'f vegetables, fruits, grains, nuts, and sometimes eggs or dabry 
products <a ~ diet> : 
veg^taM*an*Ism A-e^ni-zomX n (ca. 1851) : the theory or practice 
otuving on a vegetarian ^djet 

vegetate \*ve-ja-.tat\ vb -tat-ed; 4aMn{| CML, vegetatus, pp. of veg- 
etare to grow] vi (1605) .1 a : to grow in the manner of a plant; also 
: to grow exuberantly or with proliferation of fleshy or warty out- 
growths . b : to' produce vegetation 2 : to lead a, passive existence 
without exertion of body or mind.^-y vt : to establish vegetation, in or 
on -1 ' 

veg«e*ta*tIon ^ve-j^'ta-shanV n (15o4) 1 : the act or process of vege- 
tating 2 ; inert existence 3 : plant life or total plant cover (as of an 
area) 4 : an abnormal growth upon a body part <jQbrin on, the mi- 
tral vah/e> — veg-e«ta4lon«aI Vfhnal, -sha-nTX adj 
veg*e-ta*ttve \Wc4*<&-ito\ adj (14c) 1 a (1) : growing ot having the 
-power of growing (2) : of, relating to, or engaged in nutritive and 
. growth functions. as contrasted with reproductive functions <arv nu- 
cleus) b : promoting plant growth (the — ^ properties of soil) o : of, 
relating to, or involving propagation by nonsexual processes or meth- 
ods 2 : relating to, composed of, or suggesting vegetation 3 : of or 



relating to the division of nature comprising the plant kingdom a 
: autonomic 1 b : characterized by, resulting from, orbehut a *? a 
of severe mental impairment in which only involuntary bodSJ t± 
Hons are sustained 6 i VBOETABLB 3 — veg*e.ta«tive4y oXILlS?" 
e*ta«tive*ne88 n 

ve-gete \v»-^et\ adj CL vegetus — more at veoetablbJ 0639) an*^ 

: LIVELY, HEALTHY wwioic 
veg*gle also veg-le \Ve-jg\ n [by shortening & alterj (1955) 1 - w 

BTABLB 2 slang I VEGETARIAN * KO ~ 

veggie burger n (1972) : a patty chiefly of vegetable-derived maMn 

used as a meat substitute; also : a sandwich containing such a oath? 
vea out VveJA vi veaaed out; veg*glng out [short for vZetatA 

(1980) : to spend tunelSy or passively 

ve«he«merice \^^o-man(t)s\ n (15c) : the quality or state of behur v»v 
hement : dxtenstty 

ve«be»ment \*ve-d-mont\ adj (MB, fr. MF, fr. L vehement-, vehement: 
vement-, vemens] (15c) : marked by forceful energy : powerful <a>3 
wind): as a : intensely emotional : impassioned, fervid <<— tvvMZl 
tism> b fl): deeply felt <a-^ suspicion) O) : forcibly expns^Si 
denunciations) c : bitterly antagonistic <a ^ debate) — veim. 
merit«ty adv 

ve>hl«cle Vve-o-fc&l also •veShi-kalX n fJP v&Ucule, fr. L vehicuhan car- 
riage, conveyance, fr. vehere to carry — more at WAY] (1612) 1 a ': an 
inert medium (as a syrup) in which a medicinally active agent is adnun- 
Istered b : any of various media acting usu. as solvents, carriers, of 
binders for active ingredients or pigments 2 : an agent of transmission 
: carrier 3 : a medium through which something Is expressed, 
achieved, or displayed <an investment ~>; esp i a work created estTto 
display the talents of a particular performer 4 : a means of carrying 
or transporting something <p lanes, trains, and other -^s>: as a.; Mo- 
tor vehicle b : a piece of mechanized equipment 

ve-hicu-tar Xve-'hi-kyo-larX adj (1616) 1 a : of, relating to, or de- 
signed for vehicles and esp. motor vehicles b : transported by vehicle 
C : caused by or resulting from the operation of a vehicle <~ homi- 
cide) 2 : serving as a vehicle " ; ^ 

V-8 VvS-HUX n (1930) : an internal combustion engine having two banks 
of four cylinders each with the banks at an angle to each other, also 
: an automobile having such an engine ' 
Veil \VaA n [MR fr. AP veil, veWe, fr. L vela, pi. of velum sail, awning, 
curtain] (13c) 1 a : a length of cloth worn by women as a covering for 



the head and shoulders and often esp. hi Eastern countries for thefL_, 
specif: the outer covering of a nun's headdress b : a length of veiling 
or netting worn over the head or face or attached for protection or or- 
nament to a hat or headdress <a bridal ~) c : any of various liturgi- 
cal cloths; esp : a doth used to cover the chalice 2 : the life of a nun 
— often used in the phrase take the veil 3 : a concealing curtain or 
cover of cloth 4 : something that resembles a veil <a ~ of stars); esp 
: something that hides or obscures like a veil <Uft the ^ of secrecy) 5 
: a covering body part or membrane: as a: velum b : CAUL 
^veW vt (14c) : to cover, provide, obscure, or conceal with or as if with a 
veil ~vi;to put on or wear a veil 

veiled Vvald\ adj (14c) 1 a : having or wearing a veil or a concealing 
cover <a ~ hat) b : characterized by a softening tonal distortion 2 
: obscured as if by a veil : disguised <~ threats) 
velMng Vva-lin\ n (13c) 1 : any of various light sheer fabrics 2 : veil 



1 veln \*van\ n [ME veine, fr. AF, fr. L vend] (14c) 1 a : a narrow water 
channel in rock or earth or in ice b(l):LODE2 (2) : abed of useful 
mineral matter C : lode 3 2 : blood-vessel; esp : any of the tubu- 
lar branching vessels that carry blood from the capillaries toward the 
heart 3 a : any of the vascular bundles forming the framework of a 
leaf b : any of the thickened cuticular ribs that serve to stiffen the 
wings of an insect 4 : something suggesting veins (as in reticulation); 
specif : a wavy variegation (as in marble) 5 a : a distinctive mode of 
expression : style <stories In a romantic b : a distinctive element 
or quality : strain (introduced a welcome ~ of humor) C : a line of 
thought or action <renewed discussion along the same ~> 6 a : a spe- 
cial aptitude <inherited an artistic ~> b : a usu. transitory and casu- 
ally attained mood c : top form <thou troubles! me; I am not in the ~> 
— Shale) — veln*al Vva-n1\ adj 
Srefn vt (1502) : to pattern with or as if with veins 
veined >vand\ adj (ca. 1529) : patterned with or as if with veins : hav- 
ing venation : streaked <a ~ leaf) <~ marble) <~ cheese) 
velrt*er \*vft-nor\ n (1895) : a small V gouge used in wood carving 
velfvlnq \*va-nln\ n (1826) : a pattern of veins : venation 
veln«lef \Van-bt\ n (1831) : a small vein 

veiny Vvfi-n€\ adj (1611) : full of veins : noticeably veined <~ hands) 
vet abbr velocity 

ve-la-men \v»-Ua-n»n\ n, pi ve«lam*I<na Vla-ma-noX tNL, fr. L, cover- 
ing, fr. velare to cover, fr. velum curtain] (1882) : the thick corky epi- 
dermis of aerial roots of an epiphytic orchid that absorbs water from 
the atmosphere 

ve4ar \*v«-br\ adj CNL velaris, fr. velum] (1876) 1 : formed v^ththe 
back of the tongue touching or near the soft palate <the ~ \k\ of \Tcul\ 
coo/) 2 : of, forming, or relating to a velum and esp. the soft palate — 

ve«lar«i'Um \v^ner-e-am\ «, pi -la \-e^\ [L, fr. velum curtain] (1834) 

: an awning over an ancient Roman theater or amphitheater . ■ ■ - t 
ve^lar-Uza-tton Ve-la-ro-Va-shonV n (1915) 1 : the quality or state of 

being velarlzed 2 : an act or Instance of velarizing ' ' • . « - 

ve«lar-lze \«v6-b-,ife\ vt -teed; -b-lng (1915) : to modify (as the 

VpttlXpoo/) by a simultaneous velar articulation ^ t „ 

Vel'cro \«vel-C,)kr6\ trademark — used for a closure consisting©! a 

piece of fabric of small hooks that sticks to a corresponding fabric oi 

vefdorve%t \«velt, «felt\n [Afrik veld, fr. D, field; akin to OB/eW field] 
(1835) : a grassland esp. of southern Africa usu. with scattered snrow 

ve*li«ger Vv64Hor, Ve-\ n [NL, fr. velum + -ger bearing, ^ gere^Jo 

bear](1877) : a larval mollusk in the stage when it has developed me 

velum ... 
veMe-Wy Vve-le^-te, vo-\ tl pi -ties tNL veOeitas, fr. hveOe io wish, 

wUl — more at will] (1618) 1 : the lowest degree of volition 2 • a 

slight wish or tendency : inclination 
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